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What are OERS

Open Educational Resources (OER) are:

"teaching, learning, and research materials that reside in the public domain or have 
been released under an open license that permits their free use and re-purposing by 
others” Creative  Commons

“Open Educational Resources (OER) are learning, teaching and research materials in 
any format and medium that reside in the public domain or are under copyright 
that have been released under an open license, that permit no-cost access, re-use, 
re-purpose, adaptation and redistribution by others” -UNESCO
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https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/
https://creativecommons.org/about/program-areas/education-oer/
https://www.unesco.org/en/communication-information/open-solutions/open-educational-resources


Copyright

• Copyright is a form of legal protection automatically provided to the authors 
of “original works of authorship,” including literary, dramatic, musical, and 
artistic works.

• It can be unlawful to use copyrighted works of others without their 
permission, and no permissions are granted in the case of All Rights Reserved 
(ARR) works.
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Fair Use

• Fair use is the right to use a copyrighted work under certain conditions without 
permission of the copyright owner.

• In determining whether the use made of a work in a particular case is a Fair Use, the 
factors to be considered include:

1. Purpose and character of the use, including whether such use is of a 
commercial nature or is for non-profit educational purposes;

2. Nature of the copyrighted work;

3. Amount and substantiality of the portion used in relation to the copyright 
work as a whole; and

4. Effect of the use upon the potential market for or value of the copyrighted 
work.

• The Fair Use Checklist can be helpful in determining whether or not usage falls 
under fair use.

4

https://copyright.columbia.edu/content/dam/copyright/Precedent%20Docs/fairusechecklist.pdf


What is an Open License?

• “A license is a document that specifies what can and cannot be done with a work 
(whether sound, text, image or multimedia). It grants permissions and states 
restrictions. Broadly speaking, an open license is one which grants permission to 
access, re-use and redistribute a work with few or no restrictions. (A full set of 
conditions which must be met in order for a license to be open is available in 
the Open Knowledge Definition 1.0.)”
This definition is taken from the Guide to Open Licensing  on the Open Definition website: 
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https://opendefinition.org/1.0
http://opendefinition.org/guide/
http://opendefinition.org/guide/


What is an Open License

A legal document that gives permissions beyond copyright to:

• Reuse the work

• Redistribute the work

• Revise the work

• Remix the work and

• Retain the work
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Why use an open license?
Open licenses enable creators to allow more freedom in what others can do with their 

works. 

Benefits of this freedom include:

• allowing others to circulate the work freely - potentially giving it a greater circulation 

than if a single group or individual retained an exclusive right to distribute;

• not forcing users to apply for permission every time they wish to circulate a copy of 

the work in question - which can be a time-consuming affair, especially if the work has 

many authors;

• encouraging others to continuously improve and add value to a work;

• encouraging others to create new works based on or derived from the original 

work - e.g. translations, adaptations, or works with a different scope or focus.
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How can I apply for an open license?

• Get permission from all rightsholders to openly license the work. 

• Decide which open license best suits your purposes.

• Display a notice somewhere prominent on your work stating that your work 
is made available under the open license you have chosen. Include a copy of, 
or a link to, the full text of your chosen license in your work.
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Open Licenses, Public domain and All rights 
Reserved Copyright

“Difference between open license, public domain and all rights reserved copyright” by 
Boyoung Chae is licensed under CC BY 4.0

Public Domain

Copyright ownership waived.

Author gives away rights to the 
public.

It is not mine. I give up my right as 
an author. You don’t even have to 

cite me although I would 
appreciate it.

Open License

Copyright ownership retained.

Author grants rights in advance.

It is mine but I do allow you to take 
my material. No need to ask for my 

permission to use it because it is 
already granted -just be sure to make 

proper attribution to me.

All Rights Reserved 
Copyright

Copyright ownership retained.

Author does NOT grant rights to 
the public.

It is mine. I do NOT allow you 
to take this material and 

repurpose it. You definitely 
need to ask for my permission 

to use it.

Most Open More Closed
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What Open License should I 
Use?
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Creative Commons (CC)

• Creative Commons give everyone from individual creators to large 
institutions a standardized way to grant the public permission to use their 
creative work under copyright law.

• Creative Commons licensing is at the heart of the OER movement. CC allows 
creators to specify more flexible forms of copyright that allows "others to 
copy, distribute, and make some uses of their work.“

• Creative Commons (CC) licenses allow the creator of a work to change the 
copyright from "all rights reserved" to "some rights reserved".
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Creative Commons 
Licenses

Creative Commons licenses by Foter (CC-BY-SA)

http://creativecommons.org

License  Chooser too

CC BY is the most open license. It allows the user to 
redistribute, to create derivatives, such as a translation, 
and even use the publication for commercial activities, 
provided that appropriate credit is given to the author (BY) 
and that the user indicates whether the publication has 
been changed.
CC BY-SA is also an open license. The letters SA (share alike) 
indicate that the adjusted work should be shared under the 
same reuse rights, so with the same CC license.

NC (non-commercial use) and ND (no derivative works) are 
conditions that make the CC licenses more restrictive and 
thus less open.

Find out more at: http://creativecommons.org about 
license information and their License  Chooser tool to 
select the appropriate license.
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http://foter.com/blog/how-to-attribute-creative-commons-photos/
https://foter.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/
https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/


• Creative Common License 
Chooser tool is especially helpful 
for navigating the decisions to 
make and generating a license for 
your work. For details:
• https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/
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License Chooser

https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/
https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/
https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/


References -need to work on it

ACC Learn OER

https://sites.google.com/austincc.edu/acclearnoer/module-1-introduction-to-this-course?authuser=0

Introduction to Copyright and Open Licensing

https://course.openmedproject.eu/lesson-2-1-introduction-to-copyright-and-open-licensing/

Copyright and Open Licensing

https://open.ed.ac.uk/copyright-and-open-licensing/

Copyright and Open Licensing

https://open.ed.ac.uk/copyright-and-open-licensing/

https://open.ed.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/poster-2_Sept-CC-BY-SA.pdf

Copyright Overview (NOLO)

https://fairuse.stanford.edu/overview/introduction/getting-permission/
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https://course.openmedproject.eu/lesson-2-1-introduction-to-copyright-and-open-licensing/
https://course.openmedproject.eu/lesson-2-1-introduction-to-copyright-and-open-licensing/
https://open.ed.ac.uk/copyright-and-open-licensing/
https://open.ed.ac.uk/copyright-and-open-licensing/
https://open.ed.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/poster-2_Sept-CC-BY-SA.pdf
https://fairuse.stanford.edu/overview/introduction/getting-permission/


References

Creative Commons

https://creativecommons.org/

Fair Use

https://libguides.snhu.edu/c.php?g=225773&p=6381601
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https://creativecommons.org/
https://libguides.snhu.edu/c.php?g=225773&p=6381601
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